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Welcome to the Summer edition of your Magazine. 

Madeley Parish Council Chairman’s opening 
comments: 

Dear Residents: 

By the time you receive this 
newsletter we should be through 
the very worst of the corona virus 
pandemic. It has been a very 
tough time for everyone in the 
village with such a lot of worry of 

relatives, jobs, bills to be paid etc. At the start of the 
outbreak the parish council set up a task force to try to 
help the most vulnerable within our village. These would 
be the elderly and other who were either self-isolating or 
had no one to turn to for help. The task in hand was not an 
easy one as we had never had to do anything like this 
before and it proved to be a very steep learning curve for 
all. I would like to thank everyone that stepped up to the 
mark to help in any way they could, this included all the 
shops who did a tremendous job under very difficult 
circumstances. Also due to the situation all none essential 
work around the village had to stop. This included grass 
cutting, work around the pool, bus shelters etc. I hope by 
the time this gets out to you we have been able to get 
these services back up and running. I hope you stayed 
safe during these terrible times and hopefully we can look 
forward to better times. 

Dave Whitmore Chairman Madeley Parish Council  
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A message from Peter our vicar: 

 Dear Friends, 

I am on the move from Madeley after nearly 7 years as Vicar of 
All Saints' Church.  It has been a great pleasure and privilege to 
serve in this parish and to get to know many of you.  Madeley is 
a good and strong community with some excellent features 
(sorry, I am not writing an Ofsted report!).  There is so much to 
celebrate about Madeley life - not least our schools, our Health 
Centre, our excellent shops and our community groups.  So, 
thank you for making me so welcome amongst you. 

My wife and I are moving to be nearer to our daughter Kate - to 
Hucknall, north of Nottingham.  The church family of All Saints' 
has been a wonderfully supportive family and it has been an 
honour to conduct weddings, baptisms and funerals for many 
families in our village.  My thanks to all of you who make 
Madeley a great place to live, to work and to visit.  As many of 
you know, I am a keen runner and have enjoyed running 
through the village on a regular basis.  Walking and running up 
to Leycett, across to Betley and over Bar Hill has been 
inspirational. 

The Vacancy to find my successor will begin in August.  Liz 
Walklett and Melanie Bishop are two excellent Churchwardens 
and will oversee things.  Curate John will continue to take 
Sunday Services and weddings, baptism and funerals and Gina 
in the Parish Office 750205 madeleyparish@yahoo.co.uk will 
deal with any inquiries that you might have.   

My abiding memories of Madeley: Geese waddling across the 
road; excellent Fish and Chips; a convoy of tractors for Ray 
Salmon's funeral; the church bursting with flowers on various 
wedding days; Fabulous BBQ's at the Old Vicarage; School 



4 
 

Services in Church; Christmas Parties at the Madeley Centre; 
The Fun Day on the Playing Field; Lea Court Home 
Communions; Remembrance Day Commemorations at the 
Madeley Heath War Memorial and finally, the village's positive 
response to the Corona Virus outbreak. 

I thank God for you all and pray that Madeley would continue to 
be a kind and generous community to all its inhabitants to 
reflect something of God's love for us all. 

May God bless you and keep you.  

 Peter 

 

David Whitmore (on behalf of Madeley Parish Council) would 
like to thank Peter for all of his hard work and dedication 
towards Madeley in the time that he has  been with us. 
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Coronavirus Task Force: The outbreak of Coronavirus has 
dominated everyone’s lives for the past three months and 
even now, as we start to exit the period of the most 
serious measures, we all realise how significantly our lives 
have been impacted and will continue to be for many 
months to come. Thankfully the level of infection in the 
Madeley and Betley district has remained relatively low 
throughout the crisis and this has meant that, at the time 
of writing, we have only experienced the sadness of 
suffering the death of one member of our local community 
to the virus.  

At present the rules allow us to go about our daily lives 
and travel to and from work, the shops, zoos and all the 
other establishments that the government have allowed to 
reopen to date. We would expect that in the coming weeks 
our pubs and bars and other leisure facilities will gradually 
reopen, however, it is imperative that we all remember that 
the most vulnerable people in our society will still be 
shielding for a significant period to come and we must 
respect their needs and concerns as they are the people 
most likely to suffer from this disease.  

We must, also, remember that is likely that social 
distancing will continue in some form for a significant 
period to come so please observe the rules that shop’s 
and government put in place regarding keeping your 
distance from others. At present that distance is 2 metres, 
at all times, although it is subject to review. In addition, it is 
imperative that we all respect the rules on gatherings and 
that gatherings are limited to groups of six as Government 
rules require. The Parish Council has, throughout the 



6 
 

outbreak, tried to monitor the governments rules and 
provide assistance throughout the local community where 
it has been needed by providing food and essential 
supplies to anyone who has been shielding. It must, 
however, be noted that the response from the local 
community has been overwhelming and that the need for 
Council intervention has been dramatically lower due to 
the outstanding community spirit that has been shown and 
we must commend everyone for playing their part in 
keeping our Community safe. The Parish Council 
Coronavirus Task Force is conscious that, as people start 
to return to their normal lives, the ability to help others may 
reduce. As a result, we will be continuing to offer support 
to anyone who is shielding or in need for the foreseeable 
future. If you have any concerns or are unable to get the 
help you need please do contact the Task Force on 01782 
751 808 and we will try to provide whatever help you may 
need. The Parish Council would also like to thank all our 
local heroes for everything they have done throughout the 
crisis. From the shop managers and owners, to the 
pharmacists, the doctors, the takeaway owners, the 
drivers, the pubs and so many more you have all played 
your part in getting us through this crisis and we could not 
be more grateful. As we start to emerge from Lockdown, 
the Parish Council is looking at the possibility of holding 
various events so that the Community spirit that has 
developed over the past few months can grow stronger 
and this includes the potential of holding an awards 
evening for our local heroes and we will provide further 
details of those plans as soon as we are aware of how the 
restrictions will be eased. By Jamie Stephenson 
Madeley Parish councillor. 
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AED Information (How to use them and where they are 
located): 

• Outside the Madeley Centre 

• Telephone Box opposite the Memorial junction in 
Madeley Heath 

• The Holborn Poolside 
 

To use ring 999 and ask for the ambulance service. They 
will ask where you are and then they will give you the 
Code for the nearest AED, that will open the lock, remove 
the AED plus the small pack and take these with you, the 
pack contains a razor (AED’s don’t work well on hairy 
chests), scissors (in case you need to cut off any clothing), 
cleaning agent (for good contact), gloves and a dry cloth, 
listen to what the AED says and follow the instructions. 
 
Grass cutting around the village explained: The issue 
that we have in the Parish is that we have 4-5 grass 
cutting contractors working on land owned by various 
stakeholders. County Grounds cuts the grass verges and 
do a monthly grass cut around the pool, Newcastle 
Borough Council own this land and cut around the pool 
once a month, but the Parish Council agreed that this was 
too infrequent and agreed that County Grounds cut around 
the pool in between NBC’s visits.  Newcastle Borough 
Council cut all the NBC owned land in the Parish which 
also includes the play area at Heath Row.  Aspire cut the 
land that they own (some in Madeley Heath) but the 
majority are around the Moss estate, this also includes 
Birch Dale play area, SCC cut some priority roads twice a 
year (Manor Road and Bar Hill) and finally Elmside cut the 
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grass at the Madeley Centre.  As you might have noticed 
the contractors have now done their first grass cuts of the 
year. 
 
LITTER: It has been noticed that there is an increased 
amount of litter being strewn around the village recently, 
even next to the bins that are placed around the village, 
we would like to keep Madeley a litter free village and 
keep it looking picturesque, so could you take 
responsibility for your litter and when you have finished 
with your items don’t throw it around the village, either put 
it in the bins provided or take it home and put it in your 
own bin. We would also like to thank all the volunteers 
who painstakingly pick up litter when the see it around. 

Introducing Footprints Animal Sanctuary: Footprints 
Animal Sanctuary moved to Madeley in November 2019. 
Situated at Bower End Farm just off Bower End Lane, the 
Sanctuary provides care and a loving home to a host of 
former farm animals who have been mistreated, 
neglected, left homeless or whose owners have found 
themselves unable to provide a safe environment for their 
care any longer.  

The Sanctuary is currently home to 13 pigs, 24 sheep, 9 
Cockerels and many hens and is set in an idyllic location 
with breath-taking views of the surrounding countryside. 
The Sanctuary constantly receives re-homing requests for 
new animals and expects to be welcoming new animals 
over the coming months. Whilst the Sanctuary has existed 
for several years, having previously been located in Leek, 
it’s move to Madeley has seen changes to the 
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organisational structure and vast increases in the benefits 
it can offer to both animals and humans alike.  

Whilst the main aim of the charity is to promote animal 
welfare that is far from the limit of the ambitions of the 
enthusiastic Trustees and volunteers. It is hoped that, in 
addition to giving the best life possible to its residents and 
adhering to the highest standards of animal welfare, the 
Charity will also enhance environmental well-being in the 
local area as well as providing education on a range of 
subjects including the benefits of a meat-free diet, how to 
best care for your own animals and how we can protect 
the special area we are lucky enough to live in. There are 
also huge mental health benefits to both volunteering and 
spending time in the countryside away from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday life and we believe that the benefits 
Footprints can offer to our local area have never been 
more crucial than they are right now as we start to recover 
from the difficulties that have been posed by the 
Coronavirus outbreak.  

We had hoped to have been able to welcome the people 
of Madeley to visit the Sanctuary and can see the work we 
are doing and meet so our residents, however, due to the 
Coronavirus this has not yet been possible. We are, 
however, working on reopening plans and hope to be 
hosting several events throughout the Summer whilst 
always working within the Government guidelines on 
Social Distancing.  
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If you haven’t done so already we would love you to visit 
our Facebook page and our new website at 
www.footprintsanimalsanctuary.co.uk.  

If you are interested in attending any of our events, please 
do keep your eyes on our Facebook page and website as 
we will be setting out our plans for the Summer over the 
next few weeks.  

We are also currently looking for volunteers who are 
interested in helping with helping to care for our animals 
and we would love to hear from you if you feel you can 
help in any way from mucking out, to building enclosures 
or helping put the animals to bed. And don’t forget  

that no matter how you volunteer your time you’ll always 
be rewarded with cuddles and time with our residents who 
are always grateful for everything our amazing bank of 
volunteers do. By Jamie Stephenson Madeley Parish 
councillor. 

Madeley Responders: Madeley responders have now 
joined up with Keele who will cover Madeley: 
www.keelecfr.org.uk, it is also a registered charity (No 
1179199). Further info from Isobel Hughes 07470 433 
835. 
 
Allotments: At present Judy is trying to set up a 
Community Garden tool scheme to collect tools for people 
that have limited tools to make use of. If you have any 
tools that you don’t need and would be happy to pass 
them on, please contact Judy Lewis 01782 750795. 

http://www.keelecfr.org.uk/
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Bus Shelters: Following on from the last newsletter when 
we reported that we were aware of the poor state of 
several bus shelters around the village. I can now inform 
you that things have progressed, and we are about to 
appoint a contractor to undertake either repair or 
replacement of the damaged shelters. It is our intention 
that all the work will be completed by early summer.  

CCTV: This project is still ongoing, we are now appointing 
a contractor to install the base for the CCTV cameras on 
Greyhound Court. 

4 Speed watch units: Due to numerous complaints that 
we have received about speeding through the village, we 
are looking to install 4 speed indicator devices in certain 
areas to try to make people aware of their speed when 
driving through the village. 

The Offley Arms: To re-iterate, restoration work is still 
ongoing, they hope to get this establishment open soon 
but obviously due to Covid19 are uncertain when this will 
be, they are looking at October. 
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Update on Madeley Heath: It is still in hand to update the 
Christmas tree area as the proposed “Billy Welsh Memorial 
Gardens”. 

Madeley Pool; The fishing club would like to re-iterate that 
fishing is prohibited on the banks on the Offley side of 
the pool. 

 

Fishing permitted on the pool which began on 1st July. 

Christmas Events: We have been thinking about these 
events in the light of the present situation, but due to 
Covid19 and the restrictions on social gathering, we are 
uncertain as to whether these will be able to take place. 
We will update everyone as soon as we have any more 
information. 



13 
 

Madeley Parish Council: We meet on the first Thursday 
every month at 7.00pm, residents are welcome to attend 
the meetings and there is a fifteen-minute open forum at 
the start of each meeting to enable residents to ask any 
questions or to bring up any issues that they may have. 
County and Borough Councilors are also present to 
present reports and action any issues that the residents 
might have. 

The parish Council Clerk is Jan Simpson, she can provide 
advice and help on council policies and procedures you 
can contact her on 07563 660298 

At the moment, we are only holding meetings online with 
the Zoom App in our homes, residents are still welcome to 
attend the joining details will be on the parish agenda’s 
which are placed on the noticeboards around the village. 
The only recommendation that we ask you to contact the 
clerk beforehand to let her know that you wish to attend 
and what you would like to discuss. 

 

Please find on the next page, a list of your Parish 
Councilors and how to contact them: 
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Chairman:  

Cllr D Whitmore 01782 751449 whitmore23_40@msn.com 

Vice Chairman: 

Cllr G White 01782 752543 garywhite40@btinternet.com 

Councilors: 

Cllr D Barnish 07967 30276 dave.barnish@yahoo.co.uk 

Cllr P Carnal 

Cllr A Davenport 01782 750920 alanjohndav@aol.com 

Cllr C Hopkin 07812 174123 chris.hopkin77@gmail.com 

Cllr N Orme 0000000 ormenigel@gmail.com 

Cllr D Riley 000000 danir.r.madeleyparish@gmail.com 

Cllr A Rowley 01782 750269 tiptoptopper@live.co.uk 

Cllr B Ruscoe 00000 margaretbruscoe@gmail.com  

Cllr J Stephenson 000000 
jamiestephenson1981@hotmail.com  

Cllr J Whitmore 01782 751449 whitmore23_40@msn.com 

Cllr S White 01782 752543 simon.white@newcastle-
staffs.gov.uk  
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