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MADELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING held virtually on Thursday 17th December 2020 commencing 
at 7:00m. 

 
 

Prior to the opening of the meeting, the Chairman invited the two members 
of the public to address the Council. 
 
One member of the public expressed the view she had no objections to 
Madeley White Star using the playing fields but objected to any potential 
exclusion of the public from the site. Some people walked their dogs in this 
area and it was appreciated that not all owners were responsible and 
removed faeces from the field and pitches. Elderly people used the space to 
walk as a safe area. It was suggested that perhaps the pitch could be 
covered when not in use; a dog waste bin be installed; a staggered gate 
entrance installed to prohibit access by bikes but allow walkers to use the 
field in harmony with the football club. 
The second member of the public from Madeley White Star (MWS) 
responded to some of the suggestions that had been made. A significant 
investment had been made in the pitches to date and external funding was 
been sought to make further improvements and fund the construction of a 
club house to benefit the whole community. The police advice as part of the 
approved planning application recommended the site needed to be secured 
and external funders were unlikely to agree funding for a project on a site 
that was open to anyone to access.MWS had placed some mesh across the 
gap by the current entrance that had subsequently been vandalised. There 
had been incidents of arson and damage by motorbikes and golfers teeing 
off on the pitch. The club now had 14 teams encouraging 100s of children to 
participate in exercise. The cost of a cover on the pitch was prohibitive and a 
staggered gate entrance would not deter people set on causing criminal 
damage. CCTV was envisaged once the club house had been constructed. 
 
The Chairman thanked both parishioners for their attendance and one 
parishioner left the meeting at this point. 
 
The main business of the meeting then commenced at 7:20pm 
 
Present: 
Councillors: D. Whitmore (Chairman), K. Clarke, A. Davenport, C. Hopkins, A. 
Rowley, B. Ruscoe. J. Whitmore 
Clerk-Mrs J Simpson. 

 
1. To receive apologies for absence. 

Councillors: D. Barnish, P. Carnall, J. Stevenson, G. White, S. White,  

 
 

2. Approval of Planning Permission 20/00747/FUL 
The matter in relation to the boundary fence was noted. Police recommendations 
were that the site be secured as the proposed buildings were relatively isolated 
with limited natural surveillance. The proposed fencing would sit inside the 
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current hedgerow barrier blocking the gaps in the bushes that had been made 
illegally.  
 
3. Access to the public. 
a. The land had been acquired by Madeley Parish Council in 1953. Enquiries 

had been made with the Councils solicitors and other bodies that clearly 
indicated that the land was not Common Land and there were no public rights 
of way or easements across the area. It was noted that in addition to the 
police recommendations MWS were unlikely to secure external funding if the 
site was open to the public outside of organized sporting activities. The Parish 
would greatly benefit from the development of the site and young people be 
engaged in diversionary activities and encourage physical fitness. The Parish 
Council recognized that this would be a disappointment to some members of 
the community. It was noted that a “kissing gate” if installed would deter 
motorbikes but also be discriminatory to people with disabilities unable to 
access the site. 

 

It was RESOLVED to approve the securing of Manor Road playing fields and 
consequent exclusion of the general public unless taking part or observing organized 
football activities. 

b. Exclusion of dogs. It was noted that under current local legislation a PSPO 
was in place across the Borough and therefore no dog should be off a lead 
where there is a sports field. Responsible dog owners often attended football 
matches. 
 

It was RESOLVED that dogs be excluded from the playing fields except at the 
discretion of Madeley White Star in accordance with their policy. 

 

 
4. Further Actions. 
The Clerk was to respond to the original enquiry sent to the Parish Council. 
A post would then be placed on the Parish Councils Social Medias site informing 
Parishioners of the Council’s decision. Draft to be circulated. 
 
 

 
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the meeting closed at 19:50 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  


